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commission proposes revisions of the boundaries of the con-
stituencies to take account of the movement of population.

VOTING SYSTEMS

The system of voting used in British parliamentary elec-
tions has been described variously as "single-member election
by relative majority," "simple majority with one ballot,"
"plurality," or "first past the post." It may help to make the
system clearer if we take an actual case. The result of the
voting in Caernarvon Borough in 1945 was as follows:

Name                Party                           No. of Votes

White, D. P.      Conservative

Davies, D. S*      Liberal

Jones, W, E      Labor

Daniel, J. E.       Welsh Nationalist

Total Poll   34,713

Under the British system, White was elected even though
twice as many voters apparently did not want him as did want
him.

The effect of this system of voting seems to be to
strengthen big parties and weaken small ones. If there are in
the country two large parties and several small parties (as
there are in Britain today) there is a fair chance that, even if
*ia large number of candidates are returned without an absolute
majority of votes, taking the country as a whole the two
major parties will have roughly equal chances. In some con-
stituencies one party will benefit from the system, in some
constituencies the other. But it may happen that the smaller
parties, with supporters spread fairly evenly over the country
as a whole, may poll a respectable proportion of the total vote

